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So, What did you 

get for Father’s Day 
this year?  

I got this from My 
daughter Jill.  

AKA Daddy’s little 
girl… 

 
I’m not a fan of 
tattoos but how 

could any father be 
upset about this 
kind of expression 

of love... 
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President’s Message 
By Johna Pierce/President 

 

Hi Karel Staple members  

We have had another quiet month, staying home. I hope all of our mem-
bers are doing well. At this time I don't know when we will have another 
meeting. So I have a couple of things to go over with our members. 

1) The Studebaker Museum is having hard times since they have canceled their fundraisers and the 
public is not coming to the museum. I have spoken to our board members and we have voted to do-
nate $1,000 to the museum. Please read their letter on page 5. 

If you don't want us to donate $1,000 to the Studebaker museum, please contact me by Sept 7th. 

2) It’s that time of the year for nominations. Please think about who you would like to nominate or if 
you would like a position as a Chapter Officer. Please don’t nominate someone until you know they are willing. 

President….Vice President….Secretary….Treasurer…. Newsletter Editor 

We will be sending ballots in October & voting in November. 

 

Napa Meeting (shoulda been there) 
By: Johanna Smith 

 

We still had a raffle and since we didn't have very many people, the odds were good!  

 
Attendees: 
Brit & Yoko Berglund       Brand X 
Steve Rainville                 faux 53-55 Coupe 
Rick Andersen                  64 Daytona Convertible 
Darlene Andersen 
Betty Martin 
Frank & Johanna Smith    64 GT Hawk 
Paul O'Neil                        56 Commander Wagon 



Sacramento International Auto Show 
 

Save the dates, October 16-18, and hope or pray that the virus will 
allow us to enjoy it!  Once again the Karel Staple Chapter is invited 
to participate in this great event at Cal Expo.  This will be our 5th 

year and the organizers and 
attendees just love us and 
our Studebakers!  We will 
have one of the Expo Center 
Buildings as before.  We will 
have room for about a dozen 
cars.  There is no cost to par-
ticipate.  I will provide addi-
tional information as we get 
closer to the event.  Keep 
your fingers crossed that it 
will go on. -  Pat Dilling 
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Mother Nature Taking Over 
 

Observation By; Darrell Brunelli 
 

Studebaker Box Truck Spotted in 
our Carmichael Neighborhood.  

 

The top photo was taken in 2017 
 

The photo on the right was taken a few weeks ago. 
 

Mother Nature is playing her role in hiding it. 

 
 

An older lady lives in this huge house, surrounded by 
trees, bushes and old cars. The cars have been sitting in her 

yard for years. I think her husband collected the cars, but noth-
ing has been done to them.  No, we have never talked to her 

so we don’t know if the truck is for sale.  

Do you have any other infor-
mation about it?  

Have you talked to the owner? 
Is it for sale?  

Inquiring minds want to know...  



 
Permission is granted to 
other SDC publications to 
use material originating in 
this newsletter.  We ask 
only that proper credit be 
given to the Hawk Talks 
and to the respective con-
tributor or author. 
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BONNEVILLE… THE SALT FLATS 
Story by: Steve Wilke 

 
To some, it’s just a place. For me, it has always been a XANADU – a dream place - where the culmination of 
crude ideas, ingenuity, creativity and hard work resulted in a car/machine/man that was able to test the limits 
of SPEED.  
 

My father went to BONNEVILLE in ’53 & ’54, and growing up, I use to wear a pith helmet around (an Isken-
derian/Bell helmet promotion). I would drool over pictures he took of belly tanks, streamliners, roadsters and 
coupes. I read stories of Eyston, Campbell, Jenkins, and Breedlove. One picture, in particular, was my favor-
ite. It was a chopped, louvered ’53 Studebaker! I later found out that it was the “SANCHEZ SPECIAL”. Its 
record accomplishments are still going on today. In fact; 189 STUDEBAKERS have run for records since 
1931. Ninety five of them hold records in their class! STUDE bodies of all kinds have been the dominate type 
to this day. 
 

I first got to fulfill this dream in 2017 as a crew member. Yes, the salt is blindingly white. Yes, it’s hot. Yes, it 
was like being on a different planet, but all the history shot through me and I loved it instantly. Then in 2019 
my friend, Mark Masterson who owns Collector Car Garage, called and said, “I need a crew, and if you come 
with me YOU CAN DRIVE.” I quickly abandoned all responsibilities (wife, cats, our business, friends, family, 
and life’s duties) and packed my stuff! The year started out rainy and wet. We waited till Tuesday to run. In all 
Mark and I made 11 runs ending in a speed of 176.669. I was hopelessly hooked on this virus called SALT 
FEVER… (Covid19 may kill ya, but salt fever lasts forever, costs a lot of moola, lets you have too much fun, 
and then you die). 
 

This year (2020) I went back just as a spectator. We’re using the 
engine and parts of Marks car to build a ’53 STUDE C/
Competition Coupe, and hope to get into the high 200’s.  

 
While there I took the pictures that you see. 
 
BONNEVILLE is the most innovative car 
show that you will ever see, I think. 
 

    Steve 

 

This bus was an 
old school bus 
from a small town 
in Indiana and 
the couple who 
own it were going 
to camp on the 
mud flats that are 
at the entrance to 
the salt flats. 

This truck #2000 was from Idaho, and the two 
guys finally ran a 136.890 in A/FMP 306.00 – 
372.99 cid, fuel (nitromethane) modified pick-
up) on a record of 204.460. 

The ’53 #1311 was a first timer C/GCC at the flats. It was owned by the 
Blaha Bros. Racing team out of Wisconsin. This car was beautifully built 
and dependable (for a first time out). They would make a run, re-pack the 
chute and make another run. They “rookied” three drivers and did a top 
speed of 181.959 on a 265.618 record. 
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 From our President 
 
Due to the Covid 19 re-
strictions, the Studebaker Na-
tional Museum has had to can-
cel fundraisers and car shows 
that help with funding. They 
had to close their doors to the 
public for 3 months also.  
 
This has put a tremendous 
strain on their finances. As we 
all know the bills still continue 
to come in.  I have spoken to 
our Karel Staple Board mem-
bers & we agreed to donate 
$1,000.00 to the Studebaker 
National Museum to help them. 
We have the money in our 
bank account.  
 
Now I am asking our Chapter 
to let me know if you think this 
is ok to donate. If you don't 
want us to donate, please con-
tact me to discuss the issues. If 
I do not hear from you, then I 
will take that as a yes.   The 
Deadline will be Sept 7, 2020. 
     
Johna Pierce, cell 916 765-
3329 
     
Ladyhawk64@comcast.net 
     

 
Rear Tinted Glass 

      *1953-1961 C/K Coupes and Hardtops 

          *Part #303783 

    *Pick it up in person special    $195.00 

 
 

  Candbstudebakers@gmail.com                                          (510) 755-4170     

A.S.S.I.S.T** of the Month 

**Anthony’s Special Sale of Interesting Studebaker Treasures 

It’s a pain to 
ship…come get 

it.  



Paid Advertising 
Rates are $20/year for members  

$25/year for non-members 

Hawk Talks September 2020 Page 6 

September 2020 ADVERTISEMENTS 
CARS, PARTS, SERVICES 

September 2020 

Cars For Sale 

These are all pickup trucks. 

All run and are currently li-

censed and driven. 

1949 - $15,000, 1949 with 4 

speed - $22,500, 1951 - 

$27,500,  1953 - $19,900, 1954 

- $19,900, 1955 flatbed - 

$19,900, 1956 long bed - 

$$17,900, 1957 long bed - $28,000, 1957 - $18,000, and 1958 - $19,900.  

Contact Larry Jones 530-933-3941 or email lwj1@yahoo.com 

1960 Lark VIII - $17,500. Contact Larry Jones 530-933-3941 or email lwj1@yahoo.com 

1952 2 Ton Studebaker Truck Cab and Chassis. Running 6 cylinder engine 4speed w/ 2 speed rear differential.  $2500 

Contact  Dallas in Happy Valley (West of Anderson Ca.) 520-444-1840  

Parts for Sale 

12volt Delco generator works good, clean and painted $25.    Lark VI Script (2 Lark and 2 VI) - original not reproduction 

in very good condition, sell as set  $45 (reproductions are $100)    1957-61 Hawk chrome fin caps R&L side $50 ea or 2 

for $80.   1960-64 Champ L&R chrome horizontal bar type (not mesh type) parking light assemblies $85ea   1959-66 

Lark and 1959-64 Hawks Chrome metal Seat Hinge Covers $75.    NOS (New Old Stock) Hood Prop for 59-61 Lark or 

60-64 Champ Pickup - $10.  STUDEBAKER chrome license plate holder, used needs touch up $4.  Studebaker Wheel  

black sweatshirt large, $4. Turning Wheels magazines selling complete years from 1977 to 2000, price negotiable.    

Parts Wanted 

Need to get rid of something? Give me a call and I’ll put it in the newsletter. 

Contact Dean Sumpter 916-753-6003 or carvin9755 @gmail.com 

Nothing new from me this 
month. Call or Email me if 
you want to sell something. 
Check the bottom of page 5 
for “ASSIST of the month” 

from Anthony  

Memory Quilts by 
Rodney 

 
greinerrodney@gmail.com 

 
 

(916) 761-1856 
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Karel Staple Chapter CALENDAR 2020 
 

 
 
 

September 12th, we might meet at Granzella’s at 11am. This will be IDYSD—That’ll 
be fun. Please read the message from Steve below. 

 
October 15th, SIAS, see bottom of page three. They haven’t cancelled it yet 
 
November 15th, Back 40 in Roseville—Lisa Hale is host. Business meeting 
with lunch with friends and Studebakers. Come if you feel safe. No judgement 
if you want to stay safe at home. 
 
December 5th, Christmas Party at Justin’s Kitchen in Yuba City Mel France, Host 

 
More information to come...   stay tuned  

Interstate 5 

 

 

Because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, I have deleted the meetings that I know are cancelled. 
The ones still listed could also get cancelled, so be prepared for that to happen. Keeping 

your health and that of your loved ones is far more important right 
now. Please follow all suggested guidelines as we move through 
this situation as a planet united against this virus. 

Hi Folks, Stephen Rainville here... 
 

For those of you wanting to drive your Studebaker on Saturday the 12th, I 
will be leading anyone wanting to go to Williams for lunch at Granzella's. It's 
outside seating, first come first serve. I will be waiting at the truck stop 
known as 49er Travel Plaza @ 2828 El Centro Rd. Sacramento 95833. 
We can meet there between 9-9:30 AM. We 
leave by 9:30 for an easy drive to Williams.  Sound good?  Ok let's go  

 

Granzella’s 

Parking 

Railroad 
Tracks 

4th 
Street 

 

5th 
Street 

 

6th 
Street 
 

Williams 



      National SDC Application                   Karel Staple Chapter Application 

For SDC National membership: 
Please mail check or money order 

to: 
     Studebaker Drivers Club, Inc. 
     P.O. Box 1715 
     Maple Grove, MN 55311-7615 
  

Includes monthly publication of 
Turning Wheels Magazine 

 
___ First year membership 

 w/periodicals class mail        $29.00 
___  Regular membership  

 w/periodicals class mail      $36.00 

___ Regular membership 

 w/ first class mail               $62.00 

___ Student/young adult  

 (up to 22 years old)             $29.00 

___ SDC membership without 

 Turning Wheels       $12.00 

*** Note Increased Prices 

To use Visa or Mastercard call: 

     (763)420-7829  fax (763) 420-7849 

or email: sdc@cornerstonereg.com for more 

information. 

 

Name:___________________________ 

Spouse:__________________________ 

Address: _________________________ 

City:_______________ St:___Zip:____ 

Phone:___________________________ 

Email:___________________________ 

 

If new member, source of referral: 

________________________________ 
 

 Please list Studebakers, including 

Year, make, body style on separate page. 

 

In an effort to offset the price increases, dis-

counts for 3 and 5 year memberships are 

now available. See the back page of your 

Turning Wheels magazine for the discounts. 

 All members of local chapters 
must be members of the National 

Studebaker Drivers Club  
SDC #: ______________ 

 
Membership dues are $20 Annually 

 
 

Name: ______________________________ 
Address:_____________________________ 
City:_________________ St:___ Zip:_____ 
Phone: (_ _)_________________________ 
Email: ______________________________ 
Referred by: _________________________ 
Birthday (Mo) ________   Spouse:________ 
 
__ YES, I would like my newsletter emailed to 
me each month. 
___ NO, I would not like my information to be 
published on our roster. 
 
Please list Studebaker (s) owned: 
1._________________________________ 
2._________________________________ 
3._________________________________ 
    Year               Model           Body type 
 
 
Name Badge Application: 
 
Name: _____________________________ 
  (may be a nickname) 
Spouse: ____________________________ 
Name badges are $10.00 each          $_____ 
Membership fee:                            $ 20.00 
 Total enclosed:                     $_____ 
 
 
Make check payable to: 
 
 Karel Staple Chapter SDC 
 
Mail to: Johanna Smith 
  2140 Coronado Ave 
  Napa CA 94559 
  or call: (707) 255-5108 
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Tech Tips 
by:   Studebaker  Mike 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

This month’s Tip comes from our 
good friend Pete Yuen who regu-
larly sends us his odds and ends 

 
Durability of Modern Car Engines 

By: Pete Yuen 
 

 The modern engines last longer than engines of the 1910’s through to 1977 at which 
time the multi grade oils were introduced. From that time forward, the engines lasted 
longer between overhauls if the oil is kept relatively clean. The longer lasting modern 
engines have pretty well put the engine rebuilding shops out of business. Perhaps 
there are still an odd automotive machine shop still operating, but it would be a rarity. 
In large cities, with the property values being so high, there are many well established 
garages going out of business as well.  
 
The reason that the multi-grade oils provide better engine wear protection than the 

mono-grade oils is that it maintains optimum viscosity throughout the engine’s operating temperature range. 
This is one factor, but other factors include the precision machining that goes into the manufacturing of the 
engine and ‘over-fueling’ that occurs in cars that are equipped with carburetors that leaves excess unburned 
gasoline in the engine that will reduce the effectiveness of the lubrication from the oil through dilution. The 
modern engine is equipped with a computer to deliver the right amount of fuel through fuel injectors and suffi-
cient oxygen/air for better combustion so that there would be less ‘over-fueling’. 
 
A car that is equipped with the computer and fuel injection gives advantages in the form of better engine dura-
bility and also better miles per gallon of gas for the consumer over the carburetor equipped cars. 
 
Prior to the use of the multi-grade oils, the most common oil used in the motor vehicles would be the mono-
grade SAE# 30 viscosity oil. Some would say that this is a “30- weight oil.” As the engines get worn, heavier, 
higher viscosity oils, such as SAE# 40 oil would be used. Viscosity may be described as a flow rate. The high-
er the number, the slower the flow rate. The slower the flow rate, the better the lubricating film will be on the 
moving parts of the engine. However, there is an optimum or ideal flow rate for each application. Example: 
High viscosity gear oil would not be used in the engine for lubrication. 
 
The crankcase oil should be maintained to the level that the engine manufacturer considers desirable, the 
amount is shown on the dip-stick. Overfilling will cause foaming which, in turn will cause poor lubrication as 
the oil pump will pump air and oil instead of just the oil. Air has no lubricating value. The present-day oils for 
engines do contain an anti-foaming agent but overfilling the crankcase may still cause foaming when the en-
gine is operating. 
 
Note: Excessively dirty oil in some newer model cars can destroy the engine. 
 
However ----- Not all oils in some of the modern car engines are multi-grade. Some hybrid cars in which the 
engine does not work hard,  uses  a very thin oil which is suppose to give better mileage on fuel consumption. 
As in many things in life, there are compromises: 1. The oil is expensive.   2. The engine is likely to wear fast-
er than if the multi-grade oil is used. 
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For a look at the pictures in color 

Visit us at: 
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Jon Stalnaker  
PO Box 1 
Dixon CA 95620-5201 

 obiedaru18@att.net 
 

Zone Coordinator  - 

 Ed Smith 
PO Box  90763 
White Mtn Lake AZ 85912 

  edcollects@cox.net 
 

Regional Manager, California-North 
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For insurance purposes and 
also to comply with SDC Bylaws 
governing chapters, all members 
of a local chapter must also be a 

member of the National Club.  
Don’t forget to renew your     

National membership. 

Karel Staple Chapter Officers 
 

President  -  Johna Pierce 
 Sacramento CA  
 916-765-3329  

 Ladyhawk64@comcast.net 
       

Vice President  - Lisa Hale 
 Elk Grove CA 95758 

 gm.lh@verizon.net 
 

Treasurer  -  Lou Van Anne 
 Stockton CA 95219 

 lvasales@comcast.net 
 
  

Secretary  - LaRee Brunelli 
 Carmichael CA 95608 
 (916) 961-3406 

 darrelllaree@sbcglobal.net 
 

Membership —  Johanna Smith 
 2140 Coronado Ave 
 Napa CA  94559  
 (707) 255-5108 

 jmgreer2140@aol.com 

National Officers 
 

President  - Peter Bishop 
23 Applewood Rd.  
Buffalo NY 14225             
petergthawk@yahoo.com  

 

Vice President  - Dennis Foust  
 143 Studebaker Rd 
 Spring Mills, PA  16875  

 studeguy54@gmail.com 
 

Secretary  - Cindy Foust 
 143 Studebaker Rd 
 Spring Mills PA  16875 

 cfaust1966@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer  -  Jane Stinson 
 5800 Stanley Rd 
 Columbiaville MI  48421 

 jestinson@aol.com 
 

Past President—Tom Curtis 
 3538 Gordon Rd 
 Elkhart IN 46516 

 tomnancurtis@aol.com 

Senior Editor  - Jon Stalnaker Sr.   
PO Box 1     

Dixon CA  95620-5201 (707) 693-0211    Webmaster - Jason Michaels   
obiedaru18@att.net   jason@jasonmichaels.com 

mailto:swstudebaker@live.com
mailto:carter.jonathan@mayo.edu
mailto:abmillette@cox.net

